
                                                                                      

 
 

Tuesday, November 11, 2008 
By Jennifer Gallant 
 
Honoring Our Veterans 
 
Remembering and honoring our 
veterans was the theme of the 
day.  At 12:15 p.m., Clarence 

Wills  rang the bell and introduced the Elyria High 
School Junior ROTC Color Guard.   They marched 
in full dress to present the flags in honor of 
Veterans’ Day for the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag.  Janet Long delivered part of the Cadet 
Pledge from the West Point Academy as our 
invocation of the day.  John Aquilla and Joan Van 
Wormer orchestrated a fine rendition of “My 
Country ‘Tis of Thee.”  John is a veteran backed by 
a veteran of a different note, former music teacher, 
Joan.   
 

 
 

Dennis Willis had a field day saluting the large 
number of members with November birthdays on 
behalf of the JUG.  They are Jennifer Koba, Bruce 
Ramsey (who was also fined for mentioning Dennis 
in the last Ramrod), Tom Newell, Jim Hunt , 
“Speedy” Amos (also a double fine for being in the 

newspaper), Tom Stuber, Sam Battle (another 
double fine), Bill Camp,  Doug Charles, Tom 
Smith and Mukund Moghe.   Maud de la Porte 
(who was awarded the mug for the day) brought her 
son, Herb,  to pay the fine.   If Dennis thought this 
was a good month for the JUG for birthdays, wait 
until he sees the December list of “fine” members. 
 
 

 
The Elyria High School ROTC Color Guard opened 
our Rotary meeting today with a presentation of the 

colors and the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Next on the agenda was the introduction of guests 
and visiting Rotary members.  A small army stood 
to attention, or it just seemed so.  The reporter gave 
up trying to get any names, as the numbers were too 
great.  Congratulations to all the members who 
brought in potential new recruits and especially to 
Janet Long who celebrated the day as “bring a 
veteran to lunch day.”  She brought her husband, 
Dan Clark.  The Elyria High School Junior ROTC 
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Color Guard was also introduced.  It included Mark 
Fleming, Angel Whitworth, Joey Wooley, John 
Puey-Grissom, Lyndsey Lambert, Eddie Nelson, 
Nick Halliday, and Bruce Henry.  They were led by 
Sergeant 1st Class Vincent Velazquez. 
 
Clarence announced that the Rotary Board is 
meeting on Thursday, November 13, 2008.  Robin 
Kaufman announced the availability of tickets for 
the Children’s Holiday Luncheon on December 9.  
Cost is $10 a ticket.  They can be purchased from 
Robin at meetings over the next few weeks. 
 
Two students from the Open Door Christian School 
were introduced.  They were Galen Buttitta and 
Jacqueline Pence.   Both are high academic 
achievers with interests in astrophysics and 
accounting respectively.   
 

 
Students Galen Buttitta and Jacqueline Pence,  from 
Open Door Christian School,  joined us for lunch at 
Rotary today. 
 
Clarence presented the Rotary Foundation Minute.  
This included a brief history of the Rotary 
Foundation, the 4th Avenue of Service.  The 
Foundation originated with a million dollars 
donated to memorialize the death of Rotary founder 
Paul Harris.  This began the raising of funds for the 
Fellowship for Advanced Study.  Elyria Rotary has 
had two of our sponsored students, Jim Piper and 
Kristin Thompson, supported by these funds.  The 

hope, as always, is continued support for this 
program through donations. 
 
At this point, all Rotary veterans were asked to 
stand and be recognized for their service to the 
country.  There was heartfelt applause for our 
veterans.   
 
Gail Stumphauzer had the privilege of introducing 
Kevin Donovan, a veteran and lawyer.  She read a 
lengthy biography of his accomplishments in the 
military and in civilian life in law.  Kevin was asked 
to speak about how the time he spent in the military 
transformed his life.  Although Kevin had hoped to 
be a fighter pilot, the military had other plans for 
him in law.  Kevin was raised in Massachusetts as 
part of an Irish Catholic blue-collar family.  His 
father had served in the military and valued the time 
spent with other soldiers and their friendships.  He 
had originally joined ROTC to avoid the draft and 
get a good education.  Once he achieved a law 
degree though, he was assigned to active duty at 
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Dakota.  And 
there he began his career and gained a deep respect 
for his fellow military men and women.   
 

 
Gail Stumphauzer introduced our speaker, Kevin 
Donovan.  
 



                                                                                      

 
Kevin shared that young Americans are an amazing 
people who are capable of taking responsibility 
while still following orders.  He spoke of the 
sacrifices that our military men and women make in 
leaving their families every day.  He felt that the 
military showed it could deal with Diversity in a 
great way despite historical incidences of 
discrimination.  In the military, if there is an order, 
it gets done regardless of differences.  Rank is very 
important to maintain order.   
 
One of the great lessons of military experience is 
that it breaks life down to the essence of society – 
learning, eating, and being safe and those roles 
needed to achieve those goals.  Those roles would 
be teacher, cooks, policemen, firemen, etc.   
However, Kevin wanted to stress that he feels that 
every member of society needs to contribute to 
society and perhaps a mandatory 2 years of duty 
should be served.  In closing, Kevin ended by 
saying that he was proud of his family, career, 
and to be a veteran.  Enough said, meeting over. 
 
 
 

A Rotary Foundation Minute 
 
Today’s Rotary Foundation Minute is provided as a 
reminder to ALL of us that the Foundation is the 
primary way in which we are involved in the 4th 
avenue of service – international service – our 
crown jewel. 
 
The Rotary Foundation, begun in 1917, wasn’t 
really a major component of Rotary until Founder 
Paul Harris’ death in 1947.  On that occasion, and 
for purposes of memorializing Paul, more than $1 
million was contributed.   
 
Shortly thereafter the first program of the 
Foundation was established:  Fellowship for 
Advanced Study  - the forerunner to the now-
popular Ambassadorial Scholars program.  Elyria 
Rotary has benefited from having The Rotary 
Foundation pay for two of our sponsored 
Ambassadorial Scholars – Jim Piper and Kristin 
Thompson.   

 
Every Rotarian Every Year is a reminder to all of us 
to donate generously to the Foundation and to do so 
at least annually. 
  

 

Make Ups 
Joan Lowry – 11/11/08, Rotary eClub One 

Reminder to Committee Chairs – you and your 
committee members are eligible for make up credit 
when you have a committee meeting. Send the list 
of attendees and the date of the meeting to Maggie 
Kelch (mkelch@rossenvironmental.com) for 
inclusion in the Ramrod. 

 

Upcoming Programs & Special Events 

 
Nov. 18, Ted Altfeld, Recycling 

Dec. 2, Frank Gustoff, Cascade Park Update, 
Intro: Jim Backs 

Dec. 9 – Childrens’ Christmas Party 

Dec. 16 – Spouses’ Holiday Party  

Dec. 23 - Rotary 2008 – A Pictorial Review,  
Video presentation of Rotary year 2008 by Dave 
Holland and Bob Perry 


